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no labour was misapplied; for its usefulness is universal. THere
is scarcely a situation in life for the regulation of which some
right rule may not thence be drawn. It does not glitter to the
vulgar eye, but it is a deep mine, where, if we must labour, yet
our labours are rewarded with the richest ore.

A varied knowledge of character is the first requisite for a
teacher of moral prudencea. This was among Johnson's most
early attainments, for his was not that mere " lip-wisdom which
wants experience15." He was not the recluse scholar, unac-
quainted with the world and its ways, but he could from actual
survey describe, with equal fidelity, those who sparkled in the
highest order of society, and those who struggled with distress
in the lower walks of life. His study was peculiarly man : and
his comprehensive and generalizing mind led him to analyze the
primary elements of human nature, rather than nicely to por-
tray the shades of mixed character.

Mrs. Piozzi's assignments have, perhaps, little better foun-
dation in fact than the sage conjectures of the Bumford club c,
who fondly imagined themselves to be the only Ridicules in the
world. "Not only every man/' observes the Rambler, "has
in the mighty mass of the world great numbers in the same
condition with himself, to whom his mistakes and miscarriages,
escapes and expedients, would be of immediate and apparent
use; but there is such an uniformity in the state of man, con-
sidered apart from adventitious and separable decorations and
disguises, that there is scarce any possibility of good or ill but
is common to human kind."

Whether his view ,of our condition on earth was too gloomy
or not, may be agitated as a question without any impeachment
of his sincere desire to correct our faults, and to sooth our sor-
rows. For although other philosophers have deplored human
weaknesses and errors, and other satirists have derided human
follies, yet few have sympathized with the wretched and the

a This opinion is maintained in the Rambler, No. 129, and in Boswell's
Life, vol. in.
b Sidney.              c See her Anecdotes and Rambler, No. 188, note.